Greetings! 3rd Grade Families
Dear La Tierra Families,
I am looking forward to working with you and your family this
year. It has been a long summer for me. I did finally find a schedule in
my world and besides working around the house I went hiking,
swimming and camping a fair amount. I hope all of you were able to
use this time to relax, reset and enjoy each other.
Many of you already know
me, but for those that don’t, please
let me tell you a little about myself.
I was born and raised in Tucson,
Arizona and have lived in Prescott
since 2004.
I have a BA in
elementary education and this is
my 15th year of teaching, with
eleven of those years at La Tierra
Community School. I have six
children (two still at home), dogs,
cats and a lot of chickens. I enjoy
spending my free time hiking and
gardening with my wife, playing
guitar, reading and making things.
This year your children will be
Sycamore Canyon
tackling subjects such as
multiplication, division, area,
perimeter, and fractions. They will
also be taking their writing knowledge from 2nd grade and using it to
write single subject paragraphs, multi paragraph reports, and
opinions. We’ll be reading from a plethora of sources and types
writing. I love fairy tales and old stories. I like helping others find
themselves in old stories.
We have two learning expedition this year. Our first is called
Our Home, Our Family. This investigation has two threads in it. One
focuses on our state’s history, diversity and commerce. The other
investigates our family. We will be researching answers to questions
about what makes a family, who are our ancestors, and how do we

make our families strong. The second learning expedition this year is
called Whose Planet Is It? This investigation focuses on plants, their
internal structures and diversity, photosynthesis and our planets
relationship with plant life.
Third grade is a dynamic year of growth and change. It’s
actually a time when our little ones take steps into the bigger world.
Their ideas of self and their relationship with the world really starts a
deeper turn. It’s very exciting to me to be able to work with little
humans while they grow into who they are becoming.
Please join me this Thursday via zoom at 2:30-3:00 for a
classroom meeting.
I will be discussing my plans for distance
learning and answer any questions about third grade you may have.
See you there!
-David McNelly

